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rare because it is a style that requires a tremendous amount of psychic courage: the will to pursue an idea that may or may not be right. No one in science gets any points for proving their pet hypothesis wrong, even though this is often an invaluable step in advancing our knowledge. Yet, how infinitely less stressful and more secure to let the systematic acquisition of data drive one's science, especially when the baroque and counterintuitive biological mechanisms that evolution has produced so often mock the human imagination. This year's Nobel Prize in Physiology celebrates the fact that it is sometimes possible to solve hard problems just by thinking about them, if one is brave enough. Let us hope that it inspires some young biologists in the next generation to have the courage to do likewise. We will need their leadership.
